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“Is Incarceration the Best Method for Altering the Life Trajectory of Juvenile Offenders in Trinidad and Tobago?”
The Criminal Justice System in Trinidad and Tobago is generally deficient as it relates to wide and varied sentencing options for those juveniles who commit petty/status and minor criminal offences. This forces Magistrates and Judges to rely increasingly on custodial punishment and this lack of options is compounded by an institutional inaptness whereby Magistrates and Judges are not specially trained in dealing with juvenile matters. Without proper institutional support, juvenile detention facilities are seen as simply the anticipated first stop on a road leading directly to the "big league": adult prison. This paper pays attention to whether incarceration is the best method for altering the life trajectory of juvenile offenders in Trinidad and Tobago. 
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